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2022 Annual Research Conference

• Directors Welcome and Remarks
• Recap of Faculty Research Awards
• Undergraduate Student Poster Awards
• Graduate and Professional Poster Awards

TS



CFAES Strategic Alignment: Goals

• Student-First Philosophy
• Innovative Scholarship to Sustain Life
• Capacity Building of Our People and Communities
• Partner of Choice
• Resource Stewardship in a One College Model

TS



CFAES Strategic Alignment: Grand Challenges

• Sustainability – simultaneously ensuring viable ag production, food security 
and safety, and environmental and ecosystem sustainability

• One health – Studying the intersections or interactions among human, animal, 
and environmental health

• Rural-urban interface – exploring the tensions and opportunities created in the 
communities, industries, policies, economies, and communications among 
urban and rural residents

• Leadership – preparing the next generation of scientists and leaders

TS





WCID | THE MOMENTUM

WCID

Nationwide Children’s Gene 
Therapy Manufacturing (Andelyn)

Waterman Agricultural & Natural 
Resources Laboratory

CEMAS REV1 Center for Automotive 
Research (CAR) 

Energy Innovation Center

Interdisciplinary Research Facility

Outpatient Care & 
Proton Therapy

Computer Science 
Engineering

Advanced Materials

Data Analytics

The James Research Center & 
Solove Research Institute

Battelle

Food Science & 
Technology



West Campus Innovation District
Interdisciplinary Research Facility



Controlled Environment Food Production Research 
Complex (CEFPRC) – 50,000-SF

GC

Location
• Waterman

Scope
• Production Greenhouse
• Research Greenhouse
• Indoor/Outdoor Learning
• Headhouse & Offices
• Sustainable Features 

Budget: $35.8M
• Philanthropy
• CFAES

Completion
• Fall 2022



Open Fall 2022

CEFPRC March 2022



George Washington Carver Science Park

Nanoracks: $140 M from NASA

OSU:  Projected $14 M

CFAES and COE

HCS, FABE, PP





We do controlled environment!!





Additional Research Highlights

• Number of proposals submitted increasing
• 10 proposals requesting $5 M+
• 2 funded, some still pending
• 2 funded @ $1 M+, 18 @ $500k - $1 M

• Graduate enrollment increasing
• Inaugural The Ohio Program Fellowship

TS



Additional Research Highlights

• CFAES only college to maintain SROP summer 2021
• Embedded mental health counselor CFAES Wooster
• Stone Lab under CFAES umbrella
• Inaugural cohort: STARS

TS





Looking Ahead

• Continued emphasis on faculty development
• Energy Advancement and Innovation Center
• Emerging topics:  AI, microbiome science, controlled 

environment food production, etc.
• New faculty hires
• Kellogg Chair & AMP

TS



Research Summary

• Strategic Alignment and Master Plan provide path 
forward

• Graduate programs and funding in good standing
• IRF and CEFPRC will add much needed capacity
• Research enterprise continues to evolve

TS



William E. Krauss Director’s Award 
for Excellence in Graduate Research 

Yusheng Guo
Graduate Research Associate in the Department of 
Animal Sciences and Center for Food Animal Health

Advised by Anastasia Vlasova
Assistant Professor in the Department of Animal 
Sciences and Center for Food Animal Health



2022 CFAES Faculty Awards
Graduate Mentor Award

Monica Giusti
Professor and Graduate 
Studies Chair in the
Department of Food Science 
and Technology



2022 CFAES Faculty Awards
Distinguished International Research and Engagement Award

Clay Sneller
Professor in the Department of 
Horticulture and Crop Science



2022 CFAES Faculty Awards 
Distinguished Junior Faculty Research Award 

Laura Lindsey
Associate Professor in the Department 
of Horticulture and Crop Sciences



2022 CFAES Faculty Awards
Distinguished Senior Faculty Research Award

Gireesh Rajashekara
Professor in the Department of Animal 
Sciences and Interim Head of the Center 
for Food Animal Health



2022 CFAES Faculty Awards
Innovator of the Year Award

Rafael Jimenez-
Flores
Professor in the Department of 
Food Science and Technology



Congratulations Faculty & Krauss 
Award Winners! 



Graduate School Awards

Leadership Award (GALA)

Ellia La, Ph.D. Candidate
Department of Food Science & 
Technology

Adrian Pekarcik, Ph.D. Candidate
Department of Entomology
CFAES - Wooster Campus

Teaching Award (GATA)

Jai Tiarks, M.S.
School of Environmental and Natural 
Resources



CFAES Presidential Fellows 2022

Taylor Klass
Plant Pathology
Advisor: Jonathan Jacobs

Rafael Quijada Landaverde
Agricultural Communication, Education, and Leadership
Advisor: Mary Rodriguez

https://plantpath.osu.edu/
https://acel.osu.edu/


Congratulations Graduate Award 
Winners! 





Undergraduate 
Competition Winners



Animal Sciences - Health
First
Madison Pinkerton advised by Dr. Jessica Pempek

Second
Elizabeth Ohl advised by Dr. Alvaro Garcia Guerra

Third
Hailey Main advised by Dr. Christopher Hadad and Dr. Christopher 
Callam



Animal Sciences - Nutrition
First
Sophia Kienzle advised by Dr. Jeffrey Firkins

Second
Elizabeth Due advised by Dr. Sheila Jacobi



Entomology/Environmental Sciences
First
Aleacia Laird advised by Dr. Francesca Hand

Second
Isabel Nazarian advised by Dr. Reed Johnson

Third
Nicole Sammons advised by Dr. Reed Johnson



Food Science & Technology
First
Talia Katz advised by Aishwarya Badiger

Second
Cameron McCurdy advised by Dr. Kichoon Lee

Third
Thania Ortiz Santiago advised by Dr. Monica Giusti



Social Science
First
Shanvanth Arnipalli advised by Dr. Feng

Second
Maddie Allman advised by Dr. Ken Martin & Dr. Joe Campbell

Third
Kiley Holbrook, Callee Aviles, Haley Schmersal advised by Erica 
Summerfield



Master’s Competition 
Winners



2022 CFAES Poster Competition
Master’s Category, Third Place

Brandon Shannon 
Entomology & Environmental 
Sciences
Advisor: Dr. Reed Johnson



2022 CFAES Poster Competition
Master’s Category, Second Place

Camila Gutierrez 
Manriquez 
Department of Horticulture 
and Crop Sciences
Advisor: Dr. Jonathan 
Fresnedo Ramirez



2022 CFAES Poster Competition
Master’s Category, First Place

Yuan Li
Entomology
Advisor: Dr. Peter Piermarini



Ph.D. Competition 
Winners



2022 CFAES Poster Competition
Ph.D. Category, Third Place

Bethany Williams 
School of Environment & 
Natural Resources
Advisors: Dr. Suzanne Gray 
and Dr. Lauren Pintor



2022 CFAES Poster Competition
Ph.D. Category, Second Place

Caralee Shepard 
Entomology
Advisor: Dr. Mary Gardiner



2022 CFAES Poster Competition
Ph.D. Category, First Place

Michelle Pham 
Entomology & Environmental 
Sciences
Advisor: Dr. Mary Gardiner



Postdoctoral Competition 
Winners



2022 CFAES Poster Competition
Post Doc Category, Third Place

Dong-Hwan Kim 
Animal Sciences
Advisor: Dr. Kichoon Lee



2022 CFAES Poster Competition
Post Doc Category, Second Place

Luis Martinez 
Entomology
Advisor: Dr. Sarah Short



2022 CFAES Poster Competition
Post Doc Category, First Place

Gonzalo-
Miyagusuku 
Cruzado 
Food Science & Technology
Advisor: Dr. Monica Giusti



Research Staff 
Competition Winners



2022 CFAES Poster Competition
Research Staff Category, Second Place 

Nuris Acosta
Entomology
Supervisor: Dr. Andy Michel 
and Dr. Luis Canas



2022 CFAES Poster Competition
Research Staff Category, First Place 

Pat Boley
Animal Sciences
Supervisor: Dr. Scott Kenney



Congratulations to all 
competition winners!
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